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Foreword 
 

 

          

July 8, 2018 

 

To All, 

  

The current state of Young-Moon has been exciting since the launch of our corporate website 

(www.young-moon.org) in July 2017. In chronological order, this brief progress report details 

key milestones to the development of our work for Winter-Summer 2018 (January-July 2018). 

Our progress to-date paves a solid foundation for the robust and compelling opportunities we 

have so far set-up. We look forward to what the rest of 2018 will bring. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/ 

Greg Wakatsuki 

Founder/CEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.young-moon.org/
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January - February 
 

We proposed the establishment of a Research Program on Smart Sustainable Cities to be 
integrated into the USC Center for Environmental Change and Society that is under 
development.  
 
This Research Program will be an engagement tool for global policy and research partners, like 
NREL, USAID, US Dept of State, FLC, ICLEI-Southeast Asia Secretariat, UNFCCC.  
 
The Research Program will bring together the main actors involved in developing, financing or 
promoting products, services, processes and technologies that protect the environment in a 
profitable way. Evidence-based investment in a broad array of next-generation infrastructure 
can foster more sustainable development and resilience in the face of accelerating social, 
economic, environmental, and security threats from climate change.  
 
The Research Program will study the role of 21st century social work in strengthening:  
● Natural Infrastructure, which provides ecological services (air, water, biodiversity, food, and 
fiber);  
● Built Infrastructure, which enables transportation, housing, energy and communications 
services;  
● Cyberinfrastructure, which supports the data, technology, and transmission to technological 
advancements and provides technical capacity; and  
● Social Infrastructure, which enables education, research, and other human services. 
 
 
 

March 27 
 
We initiated the planning of stakeholder stewardship and business development program: 

 

• Developed annual Smart Sustainable City Summit, with 1st annual on Sept 2018 in 
Southern California 

• Developed annual Innovation Leadership Summit for Asia-Pacific, with 1st annual on either 
Dec 2018 or Feb 2019 in Singapore 
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April 16-18 
 

We were invited to speak at the NEXUS 2018 Conference in April 2018 held at University Of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill where we convened our own side event to present presented 

the Young Moon Smart Sustainable City (SSC) Toolkit. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

At the event we met several like agencies and entities from Department of State, United 

States Agency International Development (USAID), National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory (NREL), Regensia, and University of Pennsylvania.  We discussed the 

opportunity for partnerships and collaboration.  We also recruited two UN 

representatives to strengthen our internal expertise in the food-energy-water nexus.   
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April 17 
 

 

We presented Young Moon’s program design for Smart Sustainable City Development in 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs). 
Named “Green Leap” after its theoretical premise on incremental technological innovation, 
our program design was vetted by a doctoral program at University of Southern California. It 
will be piloted in either American Samoa or Saint Lucia. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The strategic outcome is Young Moon’s integration with global sustainability initiatives: 

• RENEWW Zone concept http://penniur.upenn.edu/initiatives/reneww 

• NEXUS Approach http://www.cvent.com/events/nexus-2018-water-food-energy-
and-climate/event-summary-7a6bb88243834db2b933a40829319d4d.aspx 

• Biosphere 2 http://biosphere2.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://penniur.upenn.edu/initiatives/reneww
http://www.cvent.com/events/nexus-2018-water-food-energy-and-climate/event-summary-7a6bb88243834db2b933a40829319d4d.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/nexus-2018-water-food-energy-and-climate/event-summary-7a6bb88243834db2b933a40829319d4d.aspx
http://biosphere2.org/
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April 25 
 

We held a Conference Call with U.S. Department of State, United States Agency International 

Development (USAID), National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), Regensia, and University 

of Pennsylvania Institute of Urban Research. 

A. Participants  

Carol Lynn McCurdy (DoS), Kevin Nelson (USAID), Joshua Sperling (NREL), Joshua Foss 

(Regensia), Laura Barron (UPenn), Greg Wakatsuki, R.Bong Vergara 

 

B. Overview of RENEWW Zone Program   

Carol Lynn shared the coordinating role of UPenn as secretariat. The RENEWW Zone 

program is implemented by a loose network of public and private stakeholders, namely U.S. 

Department of State, USAID, National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Regensia, University of 

Pennsylvania Institute of Urban Research and other network partners (N=30). Partners are 

organized by “project groups”, which are defined primarily by their geographic target areas. 

RENEWW Zone Program is managed via a ‘franchizing’ approach to replicate programs 

quickly and cost effectively around worldwide. Projects are sourced in two ways: internally 

(by existing network members) and externally (through a co-design process with outside 

parties). The premise for exporting U.S. technology abroad is embedded in the US National 

Security Strategy. 

C. Overview of Smart Sustainable City Building Block Program 

Greg discussed the off-grid water-maker units Young Moon will use to facilitate incremental 

smart sustainable city development in PICTs and SIDS. Each water-maker unit: 

• can be fitted with existing water purification, water treatment, or seawater desalination 
technology 

• can generate freshwater immediately after airlift (no need for infrastructure or 
construction) 

• is containerized for rapid deployment (via helicopter lift) 

• has redundant renewable power sources (solar by day; wind by night) 

• can be customized according to the needs of a project site (i.e., household-scale or 
community-scale) 

• is free to project site; Young Moon earns income from the sale of freshwater and clean 
power 
 

Young Moon gave assurance that it is prepared to ensure protection of marine biodiversity 

using existing DoD and/or civilian technology.  
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Young Moon is working on establishing a joint research program on INFEWS for smart 

sustainable development in PICTs and SIDS at University of Southern California (USC). Young 

Moon plans to hold annual innovation discovery events in Asia-Pacific region (tentatively 

Singapore in 2019) to promote US-Asia Pacific digital innovation at the nexus of food, 

energy, and water systems (INFEWS). 

D. Potential Areas of Collaboration  

Potential areas of collaboration to be further explored include: 

• Freshwater/clean power project in Cape Town, South Africa (Kevin Nelson) 

• Freshwater/clean power in Jamespur Village, India (Joshua Foss) 

• Freshwater/clean power supply and tech assistance in coordination with USAID Office of 
Foreign Disaster Assistance 

• Joint research program with University of Southern California on INFEWS for smart 
sustainable city development in PICTs and SIDS 
 

E. Next Steps (N=2) 

• Young Moon to schedule an in-person follow-up meeting in Washington D.C., date TBD 

• Young Moon to draft agenda for follow-up meeting  

• Young Moon to send outline of joint research program concept 

 
 

May 1 
 

Freight Farms 
 
Collaboration discussion with Freight Farms Rick Trenchard with Freight Farm's Business 
Development team for the Leafy Green Machine.   The topics were startup cost, Unit cost, 
training and maintenance cost.  The total startup cost (not including shipment) for one unit will 
be $90kUSD, which will include a 2-day farm camp training at our office in Boston, 3-months of 
grow supplies, and a 1-year subscription to farmhand. 
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May 3 
 
We held a series of meetings with two research labs at University of Southern California (USC) 
that led to additional practitioner toolkits on smart sustainable city development. 
 
Outcomes 
  
1. We are co-designing a VR/AR visioning and collaboration tool to help decision-makers 
virtually experience what a smart sustainable city could feel to live in. Partner is USC GamePipe 
Lab at Viterbi School of Engineering. 
 
2. We developed tool-set for Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Pacific Island Countries 
and territories (PICTs). The tool-set includes financing, local collaboration, technology, and data 
management toolkits aimed at supporting incremental local implementation of smart 
sustainable city development. The technology tool-kit supports effective and participatory 
complex problem-solving of food-energy-water nexus issues central to smart sustainable SIDS 
and PICTs. Their tandem solar and wind technology can generate between 10kW to 50 kW of 
clean power; their off-grid water-maker and seawater desalination technology can generate 
between 3,200 to 322,000 gallons per day (GPD) of freshwater. Their collaboration toolkit 
integrates social equity, workforce development, and STEM education in building a CleanTech 
and program innovation pipeline. 
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May 4 
 
We submitted a side event proposal for the Third UN Multi-Stakeholder Forum on Science, 

Technology and Innovation (STI Forum) to be held in at United Nations in New York City on 

June 5-6.  This will be a Young Moon event and used a currently accredited UN stakeholder 

group to facilitate the side event.   

 

 

Speakers and Topics 

• R. Bong Vergara Young Moon LLC 

• Felix Dodds co-director of the Nexus 2018 Conference 

• Jeb Brugmann 100 Resilient Cities (TBC) 

• Joshua Sperling Urban Futures and the Energy-X Nexus National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (TBC) 

• Joshua Foss Founder and CEO at Regensia (public-benefit urban systems strategy 
and design firm helping cities innovate – regeneratively) 

• Kate Brown Global Island Partnership (TBC) 
 

Chair: Charles Nounan Chair Stakeholder Forum 
Respondents: 

• Liz Thompson former Minister for Environment and Energy for Barbados (TBC), or 
• Nicola Barker-Murphy Counsellor Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the UN 
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May 10 
 

Smart Flower 
 
Collaboration discussion with Smart Flower’s David Howorka, Smart Flower North America, 
Director of Sales – West Coast.   The topics were startup cost, unit cost, training and 
maintenance cost.  The total startup cost (not including shipment) for one unit will be USD 30K, 
which will include maintenance training. 
 

 
 

 
 

May 23 
 
TechLink 
 
Collaboration discussion with Dr. Brian Metzger, PhD, Certified Licensing Professional (CLP) 
collaboration with Young Moon Inc. for the May 2019 Smart Sustainable City Forum to be held 
at the University of Southern California.  The topic of discussion was the merger of the 
Department of Defense (DOD) technologies (Water, Energy, and Food) with need of the United 
Nations needs in the humanitarian space. The Department of Defense has approximately 120 
labs and research facilities nationwide, involving the Air Force, Army, Navy, and specialized 
agencies such as the National Security Agency. Defense TechLink has facilitated partnerships 
with most of these centers, linking them with private industry for technology licensing, transfer, 
and joint R&D. TechLink is a US Department of Defense Partnership Intermediary per Authority 
15 USC 3715. 
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June 4-7 
 
We were invited to speak at the United Nations Science, Technology and Innovation Forum 

(STI Forum) held June 5 & 6 at the United Nations Headquarters in New York City, New York 

where we convened our own side event to present Addressing “Solutions to the Food-Energy-

Water Nexus:  Cities as Test-Beds for SDG Implementation Tools and Solutions” 

 
 

 
 

Panel Members and Topics 

• R. Bong Vergara Young Moon LLC 

• Jeb Brugmann 100 Resilient Cities (TBC) 

• Joshua Sperling Urban Futures and the Energy-X Nexus National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (TBC) 

• Joshua Foss Founder and CEO at Regensia (public-benefit urban systems strategy 
and design firm helping cities innovate – regeneratively) 

• Kate Brown Global Island Partnership (TBC) 
 

Chair: Charles Nounan Chair Stakeholder Forum 
Respondents: 

• Liz Thompson former Minister for Environment and Energy for Barbados (TBC), or 
• Nicola Barker-Murphy Counsellor Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the UN 
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June 15-16 
 

Network of Social Work Management 
 
We presented at the 29th Annual Management Conference of the Network of Social Work 
Management held June 15-17 held at California State University at San Diego in San Diego, CA. 
We lead the discussion of “Framing a ‘technology practice’ in city-level decarbonization” 
 

 
 

 
 

June 21  
 

Federal Laboratory Consortium (FLC) Far West Region 
 
Collaboration discussion with Ms. Jennifer Stewart, Chair of the Federal Laboratory Consortium 
(FLC) Far West Region’s collaboration with Young Moon Inc. for the May 2019 Smart 
Sustainable City Forum to beheld at the University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA.  The 
topic of discussion was the merger of the FLC technologies (Water, Energy, and Food) with need 
of the United Nations needs in the humanitarian space. 
 
The Federal Laboratory Consortium (FLC) comprised of over 50 laboratories and spread out 
over the 8 western states of Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon and 

Washington, the FLC Far West Region has a wealth of federal laboratory resources and 
programs available for businesses to utilize and benefit from. The Far West Region is also home 
to over 200 laboratory facilities with research and development (R&D) areas such as energy, 
aerospace and defense. Thousands of groundbreaking technologies produced in Far West 
regional laboratories have been commercialized to progress various technology industries and 
grow the Region’s and our nation’s economy. Get to know the FLC Far West regional 
laboratories and its successes by exploring the site to learn about the activities, programs and 
events it has to offer. 
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June 25 
 

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

Collaboration discussion with the Mr. Rick Shindell, president of Zyn Systems, is a long time 
SBIR and federal technology transfer advocate. He is editor of the \"SBIR Insider\" newsletter 
and host of the SBIR Gateway web site [www.zyn.com/sbir]. In 2006 Rick was presented an SBIR 
Tibbetts Award and was honored in 2012 with a Lifetime Achievement Award for Small Business 
Innovation Advocacy from the NSBA and SBTC.   The topic of discussion was the merger of the 
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) (Water, Energy, and Food) with need of the United 
Nations needs in the humanitarian space. 

 
Stakeholder Forum 
 
Collaboration discussion with Mr. Charles Nouhan, Chairman, Stakeholder Forum 
for the May 2019 Smart Sustainable City Forum to be held at the University of Southern 
California, Los Angeles, CA.  The topic of discussion was the merger of the FLC technologies 
(Water, Energy, and Food) with need of the United Nations needs in the humanitarian space. 
 

 
 

June 26 
 
Seed One   
 
Collaboration discussion with Ms. Mugutte Petoe, Chief Executive Officer, Seed One, 
Sustainability Business Development about the May 2019 Smart Sustainable City Forum to be 
held at the University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA.  The topic of discussion was the 
merger of the FLC technologies (Water, Energy, and Food) with need of the United Nations 
needs in the humanitarian space. 
 

 
 

July 2 
 

Regensia 
 
Collaboration discussion with Joshua Foss, Founder/CEO of Regensia, a social enterprise 
focused on using low-emission technology as an urban poverty intervention. We discussed two 
areas in which we could collaborate, namely commercializing clean technology IP and jointly 
delivering low-emission technology tools to SIDS and PICTs. 
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July 2 
 
Prime Carbon 
 
Collaboration discussion with Marc Morival, PhD. and Thanva Nouanladsamy of Prime Carbon 
Co Ltd. about the May 2019 Smart Sustainable City Forum to be held at the University of 
Southern California, Los Angeles, CA.  The topic of discussion was the merger of the FLC 
technologies (Water, Energy, and Food) with need of the United Nations needs in the 
humanitarian space. 
 
Also discussed was Prime Carbon research and implementation of Carbon Credits standards and 
certification process.  We saw the great potential in partnering our objectives:  
1) Support Prime Carbon’s expansion into the California cap-and-trade market,  
2) Qualifying our renewable energy and food projects as carbon offset projects eligible for 
carbon credit (CC) and renewable energy credit (REC) trading  
 
 
 

July 20 
 
Felix Dodds and Stakeholder Forum 
 
Scheduled collaboration discussion about the May 2019 Smart Sustainable City Forum.  We will 
explore how the event could be included as a project of the U.S. Mission to the United Nations. 
We will also refine the most recent version of the event program to ensure engagement of the 
right stakeholders from SIDS and PICTs, including those from ASEAN and Asian Development 
Bank Future Cities Program. 

 
 
 

July 27 
 
California Energy Commission 
 
Scheduled collaboration discussion with Alana Matthews, Senior Public Adviser for the 
California Energy Commission about the May 2019 Smart Sustainable City Forum to be held at 
the University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA.  We will explore how Young Moon could 
access voluntary cap-and-trade market and public funding for renewable energy innovation. 


